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INTRODUCTION
The City-Wide Heritage Program provides 
financial assistance to individuals and various 
types of organizations for initiatives that 
preserve and interpret Winnipeg’s rich heritage. 
Financial assistance is available through 
Historical Resource Conservation Grants and 
Heritage Research & Interpretive Grants under 
the Gail Parvin Hammerquist Fund.  
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How to Apply for a Grant
•	 Application forms are available at:  winnipeg.ca/ppd/Heritage/IncentivePrograms.stm#2
•	 Applicants are encouraged to consult with the City’s grant administrator prior to making an 

application. 
•	 Completed application forms, including other required information, may be submitted by 

mail, delivery, and via email to the address on the application form.   
•	 A checklist accompanies each application to help with preparing and submitting a complete 

application. Please ensure that all requirements listed in the grant categories are complete. 
Incomplete or inaccurate applications will be returned. Groups involved in joint projects are 
encouraged to submit a single application.

When to Apply
•	 Deadlines to apply are posted on our website. However, if no deadline is posted on the 

website, you can apply at any time: winnipeg.ca/ppd/Heritage/IncentivePrograms.stm#2
•	 You must be approved for a grant before you start your project, so plan on submitting 

your application at least four months in advance of the project start date. Please note that 
applications for funding retroactive work will not be accepted. 
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Review Process
•	 Applications will be reviewed and evaluated by the grant administrator from the Urban 

Planning & Design Division of the City’s Planning, Property & Development Department 
along with members of the Historical Buildings and Resources Committee (HBRC). The 
grant administrator, with the concurrence of the HBRC, shall approve grant applications for 
eligible projects.  

•	 An application is not complete until all required information has been submitted.   
•	 Evaluation of applications will be based on the eligibility of work and the evaluation criteria 

of each grant category.
•	 After the committee has reviewed the applications, notice will be sent to all applicants 

advising of the outcome.
•	 Successful applications will be announced at an HBRC meeting. A meeting notice will be 

sent to successful applicants. This meeting is open to the public.  
•	 Grants will be allocated on a case-by-case basis, subject to the availability of funds and 

approval by the application review committee.
•	 Submitting an application does not guarantee receipt of a grant or a specific grant amount. 

Annual funds for the program are limited.
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Capital Project Grants provide financial 
assistance for projects that conserve historical 
buildings and resources throughout the city.  

Eligible Work
The project must involve the conservation of listed character-defining elements of a listed 
building or resource in a manner appropriate to the condition of those elements. The listed 
building or resource must be on the List of Historical Resources under the Historical Resources 
By-law no. 55/2014. The following capital projects and activities are eligible for capital project 
grants:

•	 repair and restoration of exterior and interior listed elements of historical resources;
•	 structural repairs, work to increase building stability or ensure moisture control for historical 

resources;
•	 repairs and replacements in-kind of listed roofs;
•	 reconstruction of missing or damaged listed architectural elements of historical resources;
•	 repainting or recoating of listed elements;
•	 routine repairs to listed elements, such as repointing of brickwork, re-puttying of glazing, 

repairing doors and windows.
•	 Building condition assessments of historical resources;
•	 Assessments of structural viability and viability of remediation of historical resources;
•	 Preservation plans that analyze listed elements and provide options for preservation 

treatment of historical resources;
•	 Professional architectural, engineering and interior design plans to execute one or more 

eligible capital projects.  

Gail Parvin Hammerquist Fund • City-Wide Heritage Program
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Work Not Eligible 
•	 Studies to determine the feasibility of reusing or adding new construction to historical 

resources;
•	 Exterior cleaning of the building unless this is integral to stabilizing the cladding of a 

historical resource;
•	 Work that is identified as not recommended in the most recent edition of Standards and 

Guidelines;
•	 Work to components of a building or of property that are not listed elements of a historical 

resource;
•	 New construction or demolition of a historical resource;
•	 Removal, storage, restoration, or reuse of any portion of demolished historic resources;
•	 Relocation of a building;
•	 Permit or other regulatory fees, legal fees, borrowing costs and other costs that are not 

directly related to the eligible project or activity.

Maximum Amount of Grants 
Available 
This is a matching grant program. An owner is required to contribute at least 50% of eligible 
project costs. Owner contributions may be in the form of cash and in-kind contributions (labour 
and services). Other City of Winnipeg grants will not be considered as a part of the matching 
contribution. 

In-kind contributions are materials or services donated to a project either by a third party or by 
the applicant and must be directly associated with the project for which funding is requested. 
Those related to fundraising, administration, grant application preparation, financial reporting 
and similar activities are not eligible. An in-kind contribution is considered a real contribution 
to the total cost of the proposed activities of the project but it is not reimbursable, as no money 
has changed hands. Donated materials or services may be eligible as in-kind donation if they 
are essential to the project’s success and would otherwise be purchased by the recipient. They 
are to be measured at fair market value and have to be recorded in the applicant’s accounting 
records.

Subject to annual budget limitations, grants are limited to no more than 50% of total approved 
project costs to a maximum of $50,000 per project. 

A minimum of $5,000 may be applied for in this category.
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Application and Submission 
Criteria
Only the owners of buildings, structures, or lands that are on the List of Historical Resources 
under the Historical Resources By-law 55/2014 may apply. 

Applications for grants shall be submitted to the grant administrator and include the following 
checklist of items: 

•	 Completed application form 
•	 Supporting documentation as required (refer to the Capital Project Grants application form 

Submission Requirements checklist)
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Evaluation Criteria
The grant administrator, in consultation with the Historical Buildings and Resources Committee, 
is authorized to evaluate applications for capital project grants and determine which eligible 
projects will receive grants.   

When evaluating applications for capital project grants, the review committee must take the 
following into account:

•	 The extent to which a proposed project will conserve listed elements of a historical 
resource;

•	 The extent to which the proposed project will prevent damage to, or will restore, the 
integrity of the building envelope or the structural integrity of the historical resource, as 
determined by a professional architect or engineer registered to practice in Manitoba;

•	 The extent to which, and urgency with which, the historical resource requires the restoration 
work being proposed;

•	 The likelihood that the a heritage permit will be granted for the project; 
•	 Whether the proposed project is economically feasible, including whether funding from non-

City sources has been secured;
•	 Whether the proposed project is technically feasible;
•	 The level of compliance of the proposed project with the Manitoba Building Code, the City’s 

zoning by-laws and other City by-laws;
•	 The likelihood that the owner, design consultant and contractor associated with the 

proposed project will complete the project successfully;
•	 The likelihood that the project will be completed in compliance with conditions imposed on 

the capital project grant.
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Grant Conditions  
•	 The owner must execute an agreement with the City regarding the grant. If a grant is 

approved, the City will prepare a grant agreement for the owner to review and sign;
•	 No work on the project may be undertaken prior to approval of the grant; 
•	 A heritage permit issued under the Historical Resources By-law must be obtained prior to 

any alterations to listed elements;
•	 Work on listed elements must comply with the Standards and Guidelines for the 

Conservation of Historic Places in Canada, other City guidelines for heritage conservation, 
and conditions imposed on the heritage permit;

•	 Design work and structural assessments must be conducted by architects, interior 
designers, landscape architects and/or engineers entitled to practice in Manitoba unless the 
designated employee approves otherwise;

•	 Applicable City permits and authorizations must be obtained prior to work being 
undertaken on the project;

•	 Work must be completed and proof of payment submitted to the grant administrator within 
24 months after the grant has been approved;

•	 Significant changes to project costs, scheduling or scope of work must be reported to the 
grant administrator immediately.

•	 In the event of the owner’s failure to comply with these conditions, the grant administrator 
is authorized to refuse to pay out the grant or may reduce the amount of payment.

Payment of Grants
The amount of the capital project grant payable to the applicant must not exceed 50% of the 
eligible project costs or $50,000, whichever is less.

Grants are payable when all of the following have taken place:

•	 The project has been completed;
•	 The work has been inspected by the grant administrator and it is completed up to their 

satisfaction; 
•	 City permits with respect to the project have been closed;
•	 Photographic or other evidence of the completed work has been submitted to the grant 

administrator;
•	 Proof of payment of project costs – including invoices, receipts, accounting ledgers, and 

evidence of labour or materials donated as contributions in-kind - has been submitted to 
the grant administrator;

•	 A grant is  payable to the owner of the property on which the historical resource is located.
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Heritage Research and Interpretive Grants assist 
research, education, and exhibition projects that 
promote Winnipeg’s built heritage. 

Eligible Projects
Projects that aim to improve the knowledge of Winnipeg’s heritage through the research and/
or interpretation of the built environment, architecture, landscape architecture, interior design, 
community & city planning, and local designers. Projects may include the following:

•	 Publications, audio & visual, or web-based heritage interpretive or technical guides.
•	 Heritage conservation displays and exhibitions.
•	 Heritage tours and information packages.
•	 Presentations and brochures on heritage properties or districts. 
•	 Inventories of heritage sites, districts, and/or materials.
•	 Heritage studies, reports, or plans.  

Project Costs that are Not 
Eligible  
•	 Costs of preparing grant applications, financial record-keeping, reporting, and fundraising.

Gail Parvin Hammerquist Fund • City-Wide Heritage Program
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Maximum Amount of Grants 
Available 
Subject to annual budget limitations, grants are limited to a maximum of $15,000 per project. 
Average grants in this category are $5,000. 

A minimum of $2,000 may be applied for in this category.

Application Process
Only one grant application may be submitted for a specific heritage research and interpretive 
project in a calendar year.  Recipients of a grant may apply for an additional grant in 
subsequent years for the same project.  A separate application is required for each heritage 
research and interpretive grant project.  An organization may submit multiple applications for 
funding for multiple heritage research and interpretive projects.  

The results of the project must be publicly accessible on a not-for-profit basis. 

Applications for grants shall be submitted to the grant administrator and shall include the 
following checklist of items: 

•	 Completed application form 
•	 Supporting documentation as required (refer to the Heritage Research and Interpretive 

Grants  application form Submission Requirements checklist)
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Evaluation Criteria 
The grant administrator, in consultation with the HBRC, is authorized to evaluate applications 
for heritage research and interpretive grants and to determine which eligible projects will 
receive grants in any year.  

When evaluating applications for heritage research and interpretive grants, the review 
committee must take the following into account:

•	 the merits of a project, including: 
•	 the impact of the project in promoting, conserving, commemorating or promoting 

understanding of municipal heritage resources and sites – whether listed or unlisted - as 
well as local designers of heritage resources; and

•	 the extent to which the project’s results will be available to the public;
•	 the likelihood that the project will be completed, including:

•	 the economic feasibility of the project; and
•	 evidence that the organization will be able to complete the project, including the 

availability of human and financial resources; and
•	 the qualifications of the applicant to engage in the project, including:

•	 the applicant’s history of work on similar projects; and
•	 endorsements and support from experts in the field.

Grant Conditions
•	 The owner must execute an agreement with the City regarding the grant. If a grant is 

approved, the City will prepare a grant agreement for the owner to review and sign;
•	 No work on the project may be undertaken prior to approval of the grant; 
•	 The project must be completed and proof of payment of all project costs must be submitted 

to the grant administrator within 24 months after the grant has been approved;
•	 Significant changes to project costs, scheduling or scope of work must be reported to the 

grant administrator immediately.
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Payment of Grants 
The amount of a grant paid to the applicant must not exceed the eligible costs of the project.

Heritage research and interpretive grants are payable when all of the following have taken 
place:

•	 The project has been completed;
•	 the project result has been inspected by the grant administrator who has determined that 

the project has been satisfactorily completed;
•	 photographic or other evidence of the completed work has been submitted to the grant 

administrator;
•	 proof of payment of project costs – including invoices, receipts, and accounting ledgers - 

has been submitted to the grant administrator.
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